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S�bmi��ed b� Chris�opher Tohir 
 
Febr�ar� ʹǡ ʹͲʹ͵ 
 
Thank �o� for �he oppor��ni�� �o �es�if� before �he Ho�sing Commi��ee regarding HǤBǤ ͷ͵ʹ 
and HǤBǤ ͵͵ǤǤ M� name is Chris�opher Tohir and I am �he legal and polic� anal�s� a� 
Yankee Ins�i���eǡ a polic� organi�a�ion �ha� empo�ers �he people of Connec�ic�� �o b�ild a 
brigh�erǡ freer f���re for �hemsel�es and �heir familiesǤ  
 
The iss�e of affordable ho�sing across o�r s�a�e has been �nnecessaril� di�isi�eǤ 
Acc�sa�ions of ǲclassismǳ and ǲracismǳ �oo of�en are �sed �o silence responsible disc�ssions 
�ha� �eigh impor�an� iss�es of incl�sion agains� �he principles of local con�rolǡ as �ell as 
�he �nin�ended conseq�ences of highǦdensi�� affordable ho�singǤ 
 
Yankee Ins�i���e s�ppor�s HǤBǤ ͷ͵ʹ beca�se i� �akes a commonǦsense approach �o 
calc�la�ing a m�nicipali��̵s s�ock of affordable ho�sing for p�rposes of ͺǦ͵ͲgǤ There is no 
reason no� �o co�n� all a comm�ni��ǯs affordable ho�sing Ȅ �he�her or no� i� is deed 
res�ric�ed or p�blic ho�singǤ If ͺǦ͵Ͳgǯs s�a�ed objec�i�e Ȅ affordable ho�sing Ȅ is being 
me�ǡ �ha� sho�ld be s�fϐicien�Ǥ 
 
O�her�iseǡ one is �emp�ed �o s�spec� �he objec�i�e is less �o achie�e a cri�ical mass of 
affordable ho�sing �han �o permi� de�elopers �o ride ro�ghshod �hro�gh some of o�r s�a�eǯs 
mos� pic��resq�e small �o�nsǤ Indeedǡ serio�s problems can arise if high densi�� affordable 
ho�sing is no� �nder�aken �i�h caref�l planning and a��en�ion �o e�is�ing comm�ni�� 
reso�rcesǤ  
 
These are ��o impor�an� reasons Yankee Ins�i���e s�rongl� opposes HǤBǤ ͵͵Ǥ This 
legisla�ion no� onl� �hrea�ens �he cherished Connec�ic�� �radi�ion of local con�rol of 
m�nicipal �o�nsǡ b�� b� forcing po�en�iall� �n�orkable manda�es on �hemǡ i� co�ld 
jeopardi�e �heir opera�ional and ϐinancial �ellǦbeingǤ 
 
To�ns can enco�n�er massi�e logis�ic problems in �heir effor�s �o implemen� highǦdensi��ǡ 
affordable ho�singǤ These incl�de signiϐican� nega�i�e impac�s on �he se�er s�s�emǡ leading 



�o iss�es harming �he en�ironmen�ǡ incl�dingǣ ȋͳȌ o�erloading �he se�er s�s�em if i� is no� 
adap�ed �o handle an increase in �he �ol�me of peopleǢ ȋʹȌ an increased risk of blockages in 
�he se�er s�s�em as more �as�e�a�er and solid �as�e is being ϐl�shed do�n �he drainsǢ ȋ͵Ȍ 
red�ced �a�er q�ali��Ǣ and ȋͶȌ higher main�enance cos�sǤ 
 
HighǦdensi�� ho�sing de�elopmen�s also need �o consider �he police and ϐire ser�ice 
s�afϐing adj�s�men�s �ha� �o�ld ha�e �o be made �o g�aran�ee ci�i�en safe��Ǥ In man� 
Connec�ic�� comm�ni�iesǡ �he ϐireϐigh�er s�aff is largel� comprised of �ol�n�eers and is 
s�affed �i�h �hree or less peopleǤ Apar�men� ϐires req�ire larger ϐireϐigh�ing s�affs �o en�er 
�ni�sǡ sec�re ϐire hosesǡ and search for �ic�imsǤ For e�ampleǡ in Ne� Ha�enǡ d�e �o ho�sing 
densi��ǡ a simple ho�se ϐire req�ires more �han ʹ ϐireϐigh�ers �o arri�e �i�hin min��esǤ In 
smaller comm�ni�iesǡ more personnel and speciali�ed eq�ipmen� �ill be needed Ȅ adding 
appreciabl� �o s�afϐing and pension b�dge�sǤ  
 
Similarl�ǡ police ser�ice and response �imes are impac�ed b� calls for increased ser�icesǤ 
HighǦdensi�� ho�sing res�l�s in increased calls for assis�ance �o �he police depar�men� and 
medical ser�icesǤ S�afϐing �ill need �o be readj�s�ed and reconsidered �o acco�n� for 
increased callsǤ  
 
Along �i�h �he logis�ical problems �ha� accompan� highǦdensi�� ho�singǡ i� is impor�an� �o 
consider ho� highǦdensi�� ho�sing �ill affec� �he appearance and na��re of Connec�ic��ǯs 
small �o�ns Ȅ a ke� par� of i�s a��rac�ion �o �o�ris�sǤ An inordina�e increase in �rafϐic and 
ac�i�i�� can like�ise �ransform neighborhoodsǡ depri�ing homeo�ners of �he singleǦhome 
en�ironmen� in�o �hich �he� �ho�gh� �he� �ere b��ingǤ   
 
Tha� is �h� local con�rol is �i�al �o ens�ring �ha� �he impor�an� iss�e of affordable ho�sing 
can be addressed in a �a� �ha� is eq�i�able and s�s�ainable for all in�ol�edǤ M�nicipal 
ofϐicialsǡ �i�h �he deepes� kno�ledge of comm�ni�� needs and priori�iesǡ are bes� 
posi�ioned �o balance �he compe�ing in�eres�s �ha� �ndergird so m�ch ho�sing polic�Ǥ HǤBǤ 
͵͵ represen�s a f�ndamen�al challenge �o �his principle Ȅ and imposes �nforeseeable 
cos�s �ha� �ill s�rain o�r s�a�eǯs alread�Ǧformidable affordabili�� crisisǤ 
 
In con�ras�ǡ b� co�n�ing all ǲna��rall� occ�rringǳ affordable ho�sing in�o a comm�ni��ǯs 
calc�la�ion of i�s affordable ho�sing s�ockǡ HǤBǤ ͷ͵ʹ ackno�ledges �he realǦ�orld s�rains 
imposed on small m�nicipali�ies b� high densi�� affordable ho�singǤ A� �he same �imeǡ i� 
demons�ra�es a la�dable commi�men� �o �he principles of accessibili�� and incl�sion �ha� 
�ndergird ͺǦ͵ͲgǤ  
 
Thank �o�Ǥ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


