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Open letter to legislators: Do you know what's really behind the proposal in SB847, Section 17,  
to have homeschoolers "register" with the public schools?  

There appears to be much more going on regarding the "registration" of homeschoolers than meets the eye.  

We have information directly from a legislator's correspondence that the proposal to have homeschoolers "register" 
with the public school is really about getting that information so that it can be handed over to DCF. 

See the email below.  

You have to ask: Why? 
You have to ask a lot of questions about why. 

First of all, why wasn't this proposal brought up in a freestanding bill and offered at the beginning of the session?  

Why was it hidden inside a 32 page omnibus bill proposed at the last minute?  

Could it be that the proponents were trying to hide a larger agenda? An agenda that it would appear involves DCF? 

Why didn't the proponents offer an explanation for the proposal, publicly, or to be included as, at least, as a footnote to 
the bill? 

Could it be that the proponents don't want anyone - legislators or the public - to know the true agenda involving DCF 
for fear of sparking legitimate outrage? 

Could it be that is the reason the proposal was written for homeschoolers to "register" with the public school, a 
middleman, rather than with DCF directly? 

Could it be that it makes sense to the proponents to not divulge the true agenda behind the proposal because, 
undoubtedly, aside from the general public, many legislators might have a real problem mandating "registration" of all 
homeschoolers, or any other group for that matter, with DCF? 

Do you, as legislators, know exactly what the true agenda is behind this proposal?  
Shouldn't you find out before you vote on it? 

What could that larger agenda be? 

Well, there are several possibilities that come to mind. 

Once DCF has the information about homeschoolers what would they do with it? What could they do with it?  

Could they open an inquiry or investigation into each family? Would they?  

Could they implement periodic home visits, with or without an open inquiry or investigation? Would they? 



Could they monitor the home, children, parents, and education of the children? Would they? 
Could they establish some criteria that homeschoolers have to meet? Would they? 

Could they try to intimidate parents into complying with whatever DCF wants? Would they? 

Could they tell parents that if they do not cooperate, DCF will file neglect proceedings in court?  
Would they? 
What is the end result of court proceedings - possible removal of the children from the home and custody.  
Could they ask the court to order removal? Would they? 

Why would DCF want the information from "registration" of homeschoolers, if they aren't going to use it in some 
manner? 

Why are they hiding what the true agenda is behind "registration" of homeschoolers? 

Why are they hiding from their true purposes, not just from the public, but, more importantly, from the rest of the 
legislature? 

We want to know. Shouldn't you want to know also?  

Shouldn't we all demand full disclosure before any vote is taken? 

NHELD truly hopes you will find out, and not just blindly vote on this seemingly purported "innocuous" proposal. 

It is anything but "innocuous", and the proof of that is evident from the manner in which this is being proposed, and 
from what information is being kept from the public, and from you. 

Please do the right thing. Vote No to this proposal. Don't let people with hidden agendas get away with not informing, 
and being honest with, legislators and with the public.  

Attorney Deborah G. Stevenson 
Founder 
National Home Education Legal Defense, LLC 
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